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March 15: According to the Associated Press, the death toll in Peru from cholera was 400, and
70,000 cases of the disease have been reported. Cuanto, an economic publication, calculated that
annual health spending in Peru had declined by a third in real terms from 1980 to 1989. The World
Health Organization reports that over 40% of all Peruvians have no access to medical services.
Life expectancy of 61.4 years is third lowest in Latin America after Haiti and Bolivia. Ecuadoran
Health Minister Plutarco Naranjo told reporters that in El Oro province, located the Peruvian
border, 50 cases of cholera have been "clinically diagnosed," while 27 of them have been confirmed
by tests. According to the Peruvian government's statistics, 308 persons have died from cholera.
March 16: Economy Minister Carlos Bolona reported that the cholera epidemic has caused losses
to Peru of at least $200 million in export revenues, and $30 million from the tourist trade. Peruvian
Health Minister Carlos Vidal reported the following tally: 308 deaths, 72,811 cases of infection,
19,000 hospitalized, confirmed cases in 17 of the nation's 24 departments, and an average of 100
new reported cases per day. After visiting the La Atarjea water treatment plant and several schools
in Lima, President Alberto Fujimori authorized postponement of the opening of the school year
until April 1 in schools characterized by "deplorable sanitary conditions." On Saturday morning,
most Lima residents awoke to find faucets dry because of emergency work at the city's main water
plant. Medical experts said the water cutoff will make it harder for people to wash and cook food
properly. Unflushed toilets are particularly troublesome since flies can quickly spread the disease.
March 17: Regional health director Julio Bardales told daily newspaper Ojo (Lima) that 150 persons
had died in the past four days in 76 communities in Cajamarca department (northern Peru). The
Agence France-Presse reported that Peruvian health authorities had reported over 400 deaths and
100,000 cases of cholera infection. A special commission of the Ecuadoran congress recommended
$2.3 million worth of infrastructure construction to forestall the spread of choler in the country's
southern region. The appropriation would be earmarked for sewage treatment, environmental
clean-up, and hospital remodeling. On Sunday, Electrolima cut off power in low-income areas
of Lima for repairs on rust-weakened towers. Without electricity, the pumps that move water to
the roofs of multistory buildings cannot work. March 18: Peruvian Health Minister Carlos Vidal
resigned. Local and foreign media sources said that Vidal blamed senior government officials,
including President Alberto Fujimori, for the recent increase in cholera deaths and infection.
Fujimori and others had appeared on national television consuming fresh food products, including
raw fish, which had not apparently been treated to prevent the spread of cholera. March 21: In
Brussels, the European Economic Community's official publication reported that the Community
had decided to ban Peruvian imports of fruit, vegetables, fish and seafood due to the "serious risk"
of cholera infection. Six of the 12 EEC member-nations Holland, France, Spain, Italy, Germany
and Belgium had previously adopted restrictions on Peruvian imports. The only exceptions to
the broad-based restrictions are dried fruits and those products containing acidity obstructing
transmission of the disease, and shipments accompanied by documentation by Peruvian authorities
certifying rigorous sanitary controls. The Associated Press cited a Health Ministry spokesperson
who requested anonymity as saying that the death toll in Peru was 535. The Peruvian Health
Ministry reported 88,748 cases of cholera, with 25,804 people hospitalized. March 22: In Geneva, the
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World Health Organization (WHO) published statistics indicating the deaths of 397 Peruvians, and
nearly 71,000 diagnosed cases, of which 19,375 have been hospitalized. In Ecuador, one person has
died of cholera, and 133 of 564 diagnosed cases have been hospitalized. March 24: In a communique
published by the local media, the Peruvian Episcopal Conference described health as a basic
human right, and called on the government to mobilize its resources to improve health services.
The principal cause of the nation's deplorable health conditions, said the Conference, is inadequate
public spending. In 1991, the national government budget for health services totalsa $150 million,
considered wholly inadequate to respond to citizens' minimal needs. Next, the bishops point out
that the legal minimum wage of $69 per month does not cover basic subsistence requirements. The
large majority of the workforce earns less than the minimum wage. Half of the nation's 22 million
inhabitants reside in homes lacking running water and connection to sewage treatment facilities.
In Lima, 43% of homes lack these basic services. Among other things, the bishops recommended
that the government reduce the price of kerosene for an extended period of time to facilitate boiling
water for drinking and cooking among the nation's poor; and, that instead of eliminating street
food vendors, the government provide them with sanitary facilities. The Peruvian Housing Ministry
announced plans to install water treatment facilities in several locations with the use of a $100
million loan from the Inter-American Development Bank. March 26: At a news conference in Lima,
WHO director Hiroshi Nakajima said the cholera epidemic could cost Peru up to $1 billion in health
spending and lost exports and tourism revenues. Nakajima arrived in Peru on March 24 for a three-
day visit. Deploring the "lamentable state" of the country's sanitation and medical facilities, the
WHO official warned the disease could become endemic in the region. According to WHO statistics,
609 Peruvians have died of cholera, and 97,115 have been infected. Nakajima asserted that the
resurgence in the incidence of cholera was the result of violating recommendations by former health
minister Carlos Vidal. March 26: Ecuadoran Health Minister Plutarco Naranjo said that of about
60 suspected cases of cholera in El Oro department, 37 have been confirmed. The minister also
confirmed the existence of another cholera focal point, the village of Macara, located on the Peruvian
border in Loja department. Thus far, two persons in Ecuador have died of cholera. March 27: The
Colombian National Health Institute (INS) confirmed another four cases of cholera in the Tumaco
area, located on the Pacific coast, bordering on Peru and Ecuador. The new cases bring the total to
10. The Health Ministry declared a "red alert" along the Pacific coast from the border with Ecuador
to Panama, including the departments of Narino, Cauca, Valle and Choco. Ecuadoran media
sources reported that between four and 10 persons have died of cholera in the last six weeks. Health
Minister Plutarco Naranjo did not mention numbers, but said the persons who have died failed to
seek medical attention. According to Peruvian Fisheries Minister Felix Canal, daily consumption
of fish products on March 25 was 120 metric tons, and shellfish, seven MT, compared to 244 and 17
tons, respectively, on Feb. 27. (Basic data from AFP, 03/15-17/91, 03/21/91, 03/22/91, 03/25-27/91; EFE,
03/15-17/91, 03/25- 27/91; AP, 03/15/91, 03/17/91, 03/21/91, 03/26/91)
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